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This volume draws a map of British film culture in the 1970s, 
providing a long-awaited and authoritative history of the 
period. The culmination of an AHRC-funded project at the 
University of Portsmouth, this study locates British cinema 
socially and explores its cross-cultural relationship with other 
media, including popular music and television. The analysis 
covers mainstream and experimental film cultures, identifying 
their production contexts, economic bases and taste-
communities.

The book’s structure suggests ways of thinking about cultural 
history afresh. The essays in Part I have been contributed by 
members of the project, and illustrate the diversity of the 
moving image culture of the period. In Part II, Sue Harper 
and Justin Smith investigate how gender relations and social 
space were addressed in film. A shared visual manner and 
performance style is shown to characterise this fragmented 
cinema, and irony and anxiety suffuse the whole film 
culture.  This comprehensive examination charts the shifting 
boundaries of permission in 1970s film culture, and its re-
definition of notions of visual pleasure.

Contributors include: Dave Allen, University of Portsmouth; 
Sian Barber, Royal Holloway, University of London; Peri 
Bradley, Southampton Solent University and Bournemouth 
University; Laurie N. Ede, University of Portsmouth; Laurel 
Forster University of Portsmouth; Vincent Porter; University of 
Portsmouth; and Sally Shaw, University of Portsmouth.
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